
Upon trying your hand at the daunting task of putting together a “Fartyg” 
— from the world’s favorite intro to home furnishings superstore, IKEA — 
you may stop amongst the many spare parts strewn about and think, “What 
ever happened to the made from scratch attitude of our grandparents’ era?” 
Our dependence on hiring others for home maintenance projects (which 
could’ve easily been completed on our own) stems from an apathy toward 
teaching skills needed to accomplish said projects. Learning and using 
construction techniques is vital in helping one become self-sufficient and 
that passion for being able to work and help others with your hands is best 
taught during childhood.

This is a problem cousins Anthony Carrino and John Colaneri of 
HGTV’s “America’s Most Desperate Kitchens” solved at the source. In 
their new children’s book “What Can You Do with a Toolbox?” Carrino 
and Colaneri are intent on sparking children’s interest in building objects 
with their own two hands. The book playfully introduces the world 
of construction, safety measures, basic tools and what these tools can 
ultimately do. The cousins came together and gave The Digest a more 
in-depth look at the content of the book and its goal to get kids excited 
about building and bettering their communities. 
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How did the idea for the book come about? 
Why a children’s book and not a memoir?

JC: It started about two years ago. That’s when 
the first talks started happening. I would go 
to my wife’s class, I would bring my tools with 
me, the kids really responded to it. It was 
something that they loved. They loved seeing  
hammers, screwdrivers and it was something 
that they could really just look at, touch and 
feel. So I was reading my instruction book, 
showing my tools and my wife kept pushing 
me saying, “you know you guys are great with 
kids, I think you guys should do a kids book.” 
We kind of went back and forth with an idea 
that we wouldn’t normally think of but we 
said “you know what, this would be a good 
idea.” A lot of kids are interested in tools and 

want to get involved with them but it’s kind 
of a lost thing today because a lot of parents 
and older people aren’t using their hands. 
We thought that this would be a great way to 
introduce kids to tools, get them excited, and 
show them what they can do.

The idea of “family” is ingrained into every 
show and project you’ve done together. 
What makes this project different from all 
the other renovations?

AC: Well, I mean, we didn’t get very dirty 
writing the book. I think that’d be the biggest 
difference. I think it’s just the common thread 
of giving back but in the sense that we’re 
teaching children that in learning to work 
with your hands, you can give back to your 

neighbors and community. Whether that 
be through building a playground,  helping 
an elderly neighbor clean up their yard, or 
just using their skills for the greater good 
of their community. So that was the main 
theme. But in terms of how everything was 
put together, they’re extreme opposites 
in every possible way you can think of. 
Writing a book and building a home are so 
far apart from each other but that’s what 
also made it very trying to tackle.

How did you decide on the story material?

JC: When we started this book, the goal 
was, of course, to have it be a huge success 
and really start a series with it. That’s why 
Anthony and I are characters in it. We also 
started out with the basic tools. So of course 
you have your screwdriver, your hammer, 
your drill, your level, your tape measure— 
the basic tools that every child should 
know what they are, how to use them, what 
they can do and what their function is. As 

the children get older, we can get more 
in-depth with more tools and different 
construction equipment. And of course, 
as Anthony said, the ending scene was to 
show that we really built something for 
the community, a playground that every 
child would love. 

When does the book officially release? 
Do you guys have plans for a second? 

AC: August 28th and nothing too 
specific yet, but definitely in the vein 
of ingraining the importance of trades 
into the younger generation while also 
giving back to your local community. 
There’s really no outlet for children to 
experience the trades anymore because 
so much of that curriculum has been 
removed from school, whether because 
of budgetary restrictions or otherwise. 
That’s really where we want the focus of 
what we do with the written word and 
on the page to be.


